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Instructions 
Review the following collection of sources and construct a narrative from these sources 
-- and these sources only. You will be drawing on your own knowledge and analysis of 
the documents in front of you. Write out your story and we will share them at the end of 
class Have fun with this! There are no rules about narrative style. That is up to you! 
After producing your narrative, write down at least 3 questions for further research. 
 
 

 
 
“The able doctor, or, America swallowing the bitter draught.” London, April 1774. Library 
of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division. 
 



 
 
“The Bloody Massacre perpetuated in King Street, Boston on March 5th 1770 by a party 
of the 29th Regiment.” Engraving by Paul Revere. Boston, 1770. Massachusetts 
Historical Society. 
 



  
 
“Boston Massacre of 5 March 1770, with an emphasis on the death of Crispus Attucks.” 
Chromolithography by William L. Champney and J. H. Bufford. 1856. The Boston 
Athenaeum. 
 



  
 
“The landing of the British forces in the Jerseys on the 20th of November 1776 under 
the command of the Rt. Honl. Lieut. Genl. Earl Cornwallis.” Thomas Davis, 1776. The 
Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division of Art, Prints and Photographs, New York Public 
Library.  
 



  
 
“The battle of Lexington April 1775.” Amos Doolittle. Marion S. Carson Collection, 
Library of Congress. 
 



  
 
“The alternative of Williams-burg.” Robert Sayer and John Bennett, publisher. Philip 
Dawe, artists. London, Feb. 16, 1775. Library of Congress Prints and Photographs 
Division.  
 



 
 
Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, March 31, 1776. Adams Family Papers, 
Massachusetts Historical Society.  
 
 



Transcription: 
 

Tho we felicitate ourselves, we sympathize with those who are trembling least the Lot of 
Boston should be theirs. But they cannot be in similar circumstances 
unless pusilanimity and cowardise should take possession of them. They have time and warning 
given them to see the Evil and shun it. -- I long to hear that you have declared an independency 
-- and by the way in the new Code of Laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make I 
desire you would Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favourable to them than 
your ancestors. Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the Husbands. Remember 
all Men would be tyrants if they could. If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to 
the Laidies we are determined to foment a Rebelion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any 
Laws in which we have no voice, or Representation. 

That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical is a Truth so thoroughly established as to admit of no 
dispute, but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give up the harsh title of Master for the 
more tender and endearing one of Friend. Why then, not put it out of the power of the vicious 
and the 
 

Lawless to use us with cruelty and indignity with impunity. Men of Sense in all Ages abhor those 
customs which treat us only as the vassals of your Sex. Regard us then as Beings placed by 
providence under your protection and in immitation of the Supreem Being make use of that 
power only for our happiness. 

 
 



 
 
The American Crisis, no. 1 (December 19, 1776). Library of Congress. 
 


