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Anonymous, The three drinking-horns of Cormac úa Cuinn

Once upon a time, the high king Aed Oridnide, son of Niall son of Feargal son of Maelduin, 
went to establish order in the province of Connacht. As he travelled he crossed the river Eas 
Ruaid, and when he did so he lost his drinking-horns in the river. Aed travelled on to Corca 
Tri, where he stayed at the house of the king of Corca Tri. 

Aed ate a meal on Sunday night with the king, but though he ate he drank not a drop, for he 
had no drinking-horn. Aed's way was, that he never drank a drop from any other vessel since 
he was weaned from his mother, save only from a horn. This was a great grief for the king of 
Corca Tri, who was honour bound that all his guests be housed, and their hunger abated, and 
their thirst slaked. But Aed would not sleep, and he would not drink. 

And in the morning, the wife of the king of Corca Tri said to him, "Go to see Guaire son of 
Colmain, for he might have a horn that he would give to you out of hospitality."

So Angal, king of Corca Tri, stepped out from his fort, and his right foot stumbled, so that a 
stone fell from its place in the wall of the fort. And this stone covered the mouth of a flue 
where were hidden the three horns that were best on the whole island: the Twisted Horn, the 
Sea Monster, and the Eel. These were the three horns that had been brought over the sea by 
Cormac úa Cuinn, and hidden after his death, and not found again until the time of the saints 
and of Aed Oridnide son of Niall. 

And Angal of Corca Tri offered thanks to God, and took away the horns with him, and filled 
them with mead. He put them in the hands of Aed Oridnide, who gave thanks to God also, 
and drank deep. 


